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The National Story League 
 “. . . believes in the power and therapeutic value of a good story 
to relieve tensions,  
arouse right emotions,  
stimulate imaginations to useful channels,  
influence viewpoints,  
imprint lasting impressions, and  
to lift lives out of the commonplace and transplant humdrum exis-
tence into new and exciting spheres . . .” 

Adlyn M. Keffer 
 
 
Adlyn M. Keffer (1880-1961) was the sixth President of the National Story 
League, Editor of Story Art (1935-1948) and a teacher of storytelling for more 
than 35 years. The National Story League recognizes and honors her commitment 
to storytelling in this annual contest. 
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Who May Enter 

The contest is open to all members of National Story League, Junior Story League, Na-

tional Story League member-sponsored Youth Groups and anyone interested in short story 

writing. 

Entry Fee 
NSL members, NSL Junior League members, NSL member-sponsored Youth Group 

members:  No charge. 

Non-members: $5.00 

Contest Period 
Contest begins January 1, 2008 and ends March 31, 2008. All entries must be post-

marked no later than March 31, 2008. 

Rules 
1. Story must be original. 

2. Story must not exceed 2,000 words.  

3. Only one entry will be accepted from each contestant. 

4. Electronic submissions are not accepted. Mail entries to: 

Dr. Richard C. Shepherd 

AMK Short Story Writing Contest 

10 Woodside Drive 

Lumberton Leas 

Lumberton, NJ  08048 

5. Story must be typed, double spaced and one side of the page only. 

6. Submit three (3) copies of the story on white 8.5 by 11 inch paper. 

7. A title page must be submitted with each story. The title page must be a separate page 

and include the following: 

• Upper right corner of page: number of words in story 

• Title of story 

• Author’s name and complete mailing address 

• Division (list one) 

Adult 

 Junior — grades 4 through 8 

 Junior — grades 9 through 12 

• Membership:  

Indicate whether the author is a member of a Story League or a member of a 

Youth Group; Youth Group members — list the name of your group’s spon-

sor and the name of your school. 

8. Author’s identification is to appear on separate title page only; no identifying marks 

shall appear anywhere else in the manuscript.  



Judges and Judging 
1. There are three judges, one appointed by each district president with the approval of 

the NSL President. The names of the judges will be published in Story Art when the 

winners are announced. 

2. Stories are to be judged on the following qualities: 

• Originality:  The story must be entirely the author’s creation, not a story that 

has been told or written before. 

• Tellability:  Can a storyteller other than the author tell this story effectively? 

• Submission:  Did the author submit the story in accordance with all the rules? 
• Title:  Is the title interesting, suitable, and brief? 

• Beginning:  Does the beginning make the reader (or listener) want to read or 

hear the rest of the story? 

• Plot:  Is the plot simple and uncomplicated?  

• Characters:  Are the characters believable and vivid? Can the reader or listener 

visualize and hear them? 

• Language:  Is the vocabulary expressive? 

• Grammar:  Are the words spelled correctly? Is the sentence structure correct? 

• Ending:  Does the story come to a definite and clear climax? 

3. The decision of the judges will be final.  

4. The National Story League reserves the right not to award prizes if stories submitted 

are not considered usable or if any rule is not followed.  

5. The prize winning stories and others will be published in Story Art if the Chairman of 

the contest, the Editorial Staff of Story Art and the President of the NSL deem them 

suitable. 

6. Evaluation sheets shall be available after May 1st to contestants who contact the 

Chairman and pay $1.00 for copying and postage. 

Prizes 
1. Adult Division: three prizes of $50.00, $30.00 and $20.00 may be awarded; there may 

be up to three honorable mentions. 

2. Junior Division, grades 4 through 8:  three prizes of $40.00, $30.00 and $20.00; there 

may be three honorable mentions.  

3. Junior Division, grades 9 through 12:  three prizes of $40.00, $30.00 and $20.00; there 

may be three honorable mentions. 

Author’s Rights 
All stories submitted become the property of National Story League. No manuscripts 

will be returned. Author retains all rights except first publication rights of the stories pub-

lished in Story Art for one year from the time stories are received by Story Art. 
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Primary Business 

Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: 

someone@example.com 

This would be a good place to insert a short para-
graph about your organization. It might include 
the purpose of the organization, its mission, found-
ing date, and a brief history. You could also in-
clude a brief list of the types of products, services, 
or programs your organization offers, the geo-
graphic area covered (for example, western U.S. or 
European markets), and a profile of the types of 
customers or members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name 
for readers who want more information about the 

National Story League This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, this 

story will appear on the back. So, it’s a good 

idea to make it easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a good way to 

quickly capture the attention of readers. You 

can either compile questions that you’ve re-

ceived since the last edition or you can summa-

rize some generic questions that are frequently 

asked about your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of managers in 

your organization is a good way to give your 

newsletter a personal touch. If your organiza-

tion is small, you may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of standard products or 

services, you can include a listing of those here. 

You may want to refer your readers to any 

Back Page Story Headline 

Service throu gh s torytel li ng 
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The National Story League en-
courages the appreciation of the 
good and beautiful of life and lit-
erature through the art of storytel-
ling. We promote an interest in the 
oral story and encourage the or-
ganization of storytelling groups. 

Service through storytelling 

Under the summer stars of 1903, the first Storytellers League was or-
ganized. It eventually became the National Story League. 
 

To find a local Story League near you, call the NSL President, Virginia 
Sanders (804-740-4160) or NSL Second Vice President, Sue Brozena 
(609-883-8483). If there is no league near you, we can help you organ-
ize one, or you can join as a Sustaining Member. Annual dues are $20. 

Name 

Street address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone Email 

Send form and dues to: Pat Gill 
    Treasurer, National Story League 
    1630 Country Club Circle 
    Las Cruces NM  88001 

Join the National Story LeagueJoin the National Story LeagueJoin the National Story LeagueJoin the National Story League    


